Early Years Unit at Dean Gibson School
Medium Term planning for Summer 1

Growing Everyday

	PSED

Three- Four Years

. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.

. Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule. 

. Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. 
. Talk with others to solve conflicts. 
. Talk about their feelings using words like, ‘happy’ ‘sad,’ ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
. Begin to understand how others might be feeling.
Reception

. See themselves as a valuable individual. 

. Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

. Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 

. Think about the perspectives of others.
 PSED ELG 

. Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly. PSED.S-R.ELG
• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate. PSED.S-R.ELG
• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. PSED.S-R.ELG
Possible Learning Experiences:

· Describe how they feel when they see, touch mini beasts, talk about the feelings and reactions of others – respect the feelings of others.
· ‘Operation tidy up’ – talk about keeping the environment safe for wildlife, talk about why rubbish is dangerous for wildlife/creatures, talk about the safety of picking up rubbish, wear gloves- carry out a tidy campaign in the school grounds. Make sure adults check for dangerous litter. 
· Talk to children about being sun safe, sun cream, sun hats and shade, drinking water regularly when getting hot.
·  Grow plants, fruit, veg, from seeds, bulbs, let ch take responsibility for looking after them, watering etc. Talk about feelings of excitement when shoots grow and disappointment when they die.
· Develop a garden centre in the outdoor role play area, what will they need, look at Percy Park keeper books to decide, what are the roles of different people in the garden centre, what jobs are there?
· Care for our outside area; develop a mini allotment in the raised flower box.
· Create a pond in the water tray or tuff tray.

· Pretending to be the Hungry Caterpillar and hunt for food in the wildlife area.

· Thinking about how the caterpillar might feel once it has changed into a butterfly.

· The Ugly Duckling – how did he feel before and after change, how did the reaction of the other animals make him feel, how do our actions impact on other children?

· How have we changed from babies to now – play baby photo guess who.
Resources, events, outings: 
Organise visit from zoolab?

Garden centre equipment, visit garden centre?
	Communication and Language
Three- Four Years

. Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. C&L.3-4(a)

• Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. C&L.3-4(b)

. Use a wider range of vocabulary. C&L.3-4(c)
. Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door.” C&L.3-4(d)
. Understand ‘why’ questions, like “ Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?” C&L.3-4(e)
Reception

. Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. C&L.REC(a)

. Learn new vocabulary. C&L.REC(b)

. Use new vocabulary through the day. C&L.REC(c)

. Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. C&L.REC(k)

. Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. C&L.REC(n)

. Learn rhymes, poems and songs. C&L.REC(o)

. Engage in non-fiction books. C&L.REC(p)

. Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. C&L.REC(q)
Listening, Attention and Understanding.- ELG .

.Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. C&L.LAU.ELG

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. C&L.LAU.ELG

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. C&L.LAU.ELG
Possible Learning Experiences:
· Texts: Fiction – Super worm, Percy the Park Keeper stories, the Hungary Caterpillar, The Ugly Duckling, The Tiny Seed, Growing Frogs, The case of the missing butterfly
· ‘How does your Garden Grow’ poem by Julia Donaldson, children to write their own version
· Use stories to explain the process/sequence of new life/changes, e.g. Owl Babies, Are you my mother?, Jasper’s beanstalk.
· Non fiction – books about lifecycles of butterflies, frogs, seeds and bulbs growing
· Introduce language and vocab associated with the natural environment/creatures – sounds, smell, textures, appearance- go on a mini-beast hunt in the school grounds, look at other new life changes, shoots starting to grow...
· Choose a character from a familiar story and create new adventures – role play
· Change the ending to Jim and the beanstalk 
· Make group big books based on familiar story containing the children as the main characters e.g The Ugly ______________
· Create zig-zag books with non-fiction captions based on children’s experience of growing seeds.
· Make mini beast trails, snail trails, large roll of paper outside to experiment with pattern making.
· Instructions for how to look after a plant.
· Bean Plant Diary over 5 weeks, beans growing in zip-lock bags on the windows.

· Making a class information book about mini beasts.

· Create fact cards for the mini beast investigation area.

READING AREA – A GARDEN WITH A TREE, FLOWERS AND GRASS

	Mathematics
Three- Four Years

• Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’). 
• Recite numbers past 5.
 • Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
• Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). • Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
• Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.
 • Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
• Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.
 • Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.
 • Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. • Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.
 • Describe a familiar route. • Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.
 • Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.
 • Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof, etc.
 • Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle, etc. 
• Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’, etc.
• Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf.
• Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. • Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’
Reception

• Count objects, actions and sounds. 

• Subitise. 

• Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

• Count beyond ten. 

• Compare numbers. 

• Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers. 

• Explore the composition of numbers to 10. 

• Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–5 and some to 10. 

• Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 

• Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

• Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

• Compare length, weight and capacity.
Possible Learning Experiences:
Maths curriculum as outlined on White Rose Hub long term plan
· Children to create webs and laminate, then use as sorting pads or counting pads.
· Teach counting songs and rhymes associated with change and growth, ‘five little peas in a pea pod pressed’.

· Make props for the hungry caterpillar and count the different fruit.

· Make lily pads in the water tray for sorting the mini beasts.

· Estimate how many spiders are on the web.

· Weight and measure, using props from garden centre, plant pots filled with soil, pebbles, which is biggest, heaviest etc?

· Maths challenge table: use tallies to count the mini beasts.

How many ants in the box?

How many seeds in the packet?

Which mother hen has the most, least chicks, eggs?
· Number line of sun flowers and a busy bee to fly along as counting.
· Grow a sunflower everyday looking at the numbers to 50.



	Understanding the World
Three- Four Years

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

. Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 

. Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

. Explore how things work. 

. Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

. Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 

. Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
. Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 

. Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
Reception

. Explore the natural world around them. 

. Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

. Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
The Natural World- ELG .

. Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. UTW. TNW.ELG
. Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. UTW. ELG
. Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. UTW. TNW.ELG
Possible Learning Experiences
· play with small world people – Percy the park keeper- with plant pots, real plant foliage, gravel, compost
· make a garden/park in a black tray, what would we need in a park?
· Make a collection of different materials, gravel, bark chippings, sand, leaves – add water- what do they think will happen? What does happen? Make a list of words that would describe how they look, feel and smell.
· Plant seeds in different ways, compost in buckets – potatoes, on blotting paper in glass jars, in small plant pots with compost.
· Look at different types of seeds and bulbs, talk about what the seeds need to grow.
· Use photo’s to chart the progress of the growing.
· Butterfly net, chart progress. Make a sequence book
· Talk about the children’s own experiences of their garden.
· Investigate UNDERGROUND what bugs like it, archaeology, caves, bats, dinosaurs etc.
· Design, plan, make a garden in a tray, walled area, bridge, tunnel, pond, bench, playground....
· Make junk model/clay mini beasts
· Plant our own sunflower seeds. What might happen to the seed?
· Go into the wildlife area and explore other plants and flowers, discuss health and safety of different plants (berries/nettles)
· Making bug hotels in the wildlife area – investigate what the bugs will need to be comfortable and to survive
· Investigate tadpoles over time, how can we record the changes?
· Farm animals – matching young to adults.
· Noticing change in humans – Guess who with baby photos of children and staff
ROLE PLAY: SEED AND MINI BEAST INVESTIGATION LAB
· Resources, events, outings: Visit butterfly house?
Literacy

Reading
Three- Four Years

Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - the names of the different parts of a book - print can have different purposes - page sequencing - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom

 • Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes - count or clap syllables in a word - recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother 

Reception

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. 

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. 

• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 

• Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.
Word Reading- ELG .

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. WR-ELG
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. WR-ELG
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. WR-ELG

	Physical Development
Three- Four Years

. Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. WRITE.3-4

• Write some or all of their name. WRITE.3-4

. Write some letters accurately. WRITE.3-4

HANDWRITING

.Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. PD FMS.3-4

.Show a preference for a dominant hand. PD FMS.3-4
Reception

. Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. WRITE. Rec

. Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. WRITE. Rec

. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.  Rec

. Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. WRITE. Rec

HANDWRITING Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing. PD.FMS.
Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. PD.FMS.
Physical Development- ELG .

. Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. WRITE.ELG
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. WRITE.ELG
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. WRITE.ELG
HANDWRITING

. Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing- using the tripod grip in almost all cases. FMS. ELG
Possible Learning Experiences:

· Use the outdoor space to allow the children to carry out activities which involve large apparatus/tools, wheelbarrows, spades etc.
· Talk to children about movement in areas with limited space, being aware of others around you when using tools and equipment.

· Use hands and small hand tools to fill/empty pots, tubs, seed trays using tools like sieves, dibbers etc.

· DANCE – use stories like the hungry caterpillar to act out sequences through movement and actions.
· Compose a scarf dance using Tchaikovsky- Nut Cracker Suite ‘Flower Waltz’

· Children to create a flower picture using a variety of different materials and media.

· Talk about the range of food the Hungry Caterpillar ate, are they healthy or not?

· Play chase games where the children are frogs and tadpoles.
· Encourage the children to move like various mini beasts. 
· Use music to represent the different mini beasts, discuss the music, what words describe movement, fast, slow, creeping, wriggling, crawling, and then act out the movements.
· Discuss how something grows from a seed into a flower/tree/veg, explore shapes by starting with the body as a seed underground....shoot sprouting, leaves forming, branches etc, children to work together, talking about the shapes.

Resources, events, outings: 
Writing

Three- Four Years

. Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. Writing.3-4
• Write some or all of their name. Writing.3-4
. Write some letters accurately. Writing.3-4
Handwriting

.Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. PD FMS.3-4
.Show a preference for a dominant hand. PD FMS.3-4
Reception

. Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. Writing-Reception
. Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. Writing-Reception
. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. Writing-Reception
. Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. Writing-Reception
Handwriting

Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing. PD.FMS - Reception
Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. PD.FMS - Reception.
Writing- ELG .

 . Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. Writing-ELG
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. Writing-ELG
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. Writing-ELG
Handwriting

. Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing- using the tripod grip in almost all cases. FMS-ELG
	Expressive Arts and Design
Three- Four Years

• Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 

. Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. 

• Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 

• Join different materials and explore different textures. 

. Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. 

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc. 

. Explore colour and colour-mixing.
Reception

. Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

. Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.
Creating with materials- ELG .

. Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. CWM. ELG
. Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. CWM. ELG
. Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. CWM. ELG
Possible Learning Experiences:
· Sing songs relating to growth and change - 
· Explore using body parts, including voices, to make sounds for sound effects for the hungry caterpillar, record using microphones.
· Clap syllables in children’s names and make into patterns over a steady beat

· Explore different ways of making sounds with musical instruments
· Listen to Vivaldi’s ‘Spring’ from the Four Seasons, encourage the children to make up their own compositions using percussion instruments to represent a seed growing into a flower.
· Charanga music lessons
· Explore tools for painting; brushes, sponges, rags and fingers, use these tools to print patterns

· Names colours and experiment with them

· Look at the colours of mini beasts, insects – talk about the colours, children to mix paints to create the colours.

· Share paintings of nature by different artists such as Andy Goldsworthy’s ‘Dandelion Circle’ create in a black tray using natural materials they have collected.

· Ponds and lakes by Gustav Klimt and Monet, children to experiment with watercolour paints.

· We will work collaboratively to create a large scale mixed media spring picture.

· Tap out the rhythm of ants marching, faster, slower.

· Listen to ‘The Flight of the Bumblebee, talk about fast/slow, high/low, loud/soft, create a listening music area? With recording equip, instruments, challenge them to make sounds for different mini beasts.
(sand paper, gravel, rice shakers, crumpled paper etc.

Resources, events, outings: 
Past and Present – The King’s Coronation
Three- Four Years

. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family history.
Reception

. Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past
ELG .

. Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. UTW. P&P.ELG
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. UTW. P&P.ELG
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. UTW. P&P.ELG
People, communities and Culture – Next topic of food from around the world


	

	Computing – turn the beebots into a mini beast and direct around a garden.
Take photo’s of the stages of the plants growing.

Children to make labels for the items for sale in the garden centre.

Use internet to find out about aspects of growth and change.

Explore using body parts, including voices, to make sounds for sound effects for the hungry caterpillar, record using microphones
Use the IPad to record and create stories about change.


